POLICY FOR INFORMATION ACCESS AND INTERNET SAFETY 

The objective of the library's information service 

Responsive to the library's mission for excellent service, we are committed to address and meet the information needs of the people we serve. 

The foundation of the library's information access policy 

The library strives to meet the expressed needs and preferences of each user by providing the greatest possible information access within the means of the library and within the limitations of policy and law. 

Internet Safety and Library Policy 

The library is concerned for the safety and security of users who access online information. The library has no control over the content of the Internet and cannot be held responsible for what the user sees when connected to the Internet. The restriction of a minor's access to the Internet beyond that required by this policy is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian. The safety and security of users accessing the Internet require those persons to be cautious, thoughtful, protective of personal information, and respectful of library policy and state and federal laws. 

A user will not misuse a library computer to - 

- access or display information that is obscene as defined by Kansas law; 

- participate in email, a chatroom, or instant messages that use information that is obscene as defined by Kansas law; 

- disclose, use, and or disseminate personal information that could threaten or create a vulnerability for a minor, for any other person, or for the library; 

- attempt to gain unauthorized access to any data, computer, or network. 

A user who violates this policy will be prohibited from using the library's computers until the user agrees to comply. For repeated violations, the library will stop a user's computer access for 7 days [alternative - 10 days {14 days} {30 days} or longer]. 

[alternative - A user who violates this policy will lose the privilege of using the library until the user agrees to comply. For repeated violations, the library will stop a user's access to the library for 10 days {14 days} {30 days} or longer.] 

The library has the right and responsibility to stop the Internet session when the user has violated this policy. 
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The laws that guide the library's policy 

The library complies with state and federal laws. We have a particular awareness of Kansas laws relating to obscenity (K.S.A. 21-4301; 21-4301a, and 21-4301c) and federal laws on copyright (U.S. Code, Title 17), the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and the Neighborhood Children's Internet Protection Act (NCIPA). The library and library users must comply with these laws. 

The state laws referenced here are appended to this policy. In the U.S. Code, Title 17, are the laws that protect the rights of authors to their publications and other intellectual property. CIPA and NCIPA are laws adopted by Congress to protect children and others as they use the Internet from a computer located in a public library or public school. 

The laws require an age-related limitation of information access for, in the Kansas law, "...a child under the age of 18 years" and in CIPA and NCIPA, "...an individual who has not attained the age of 17."  This limitation is applied to information that is obscene as defined in K.S.A. 21-4301; 21-4301a, and 21-4301c. In compliance with state law, the library will apply this limitation to users under the age of 18. 

To provide the definition required by CIPA and NCIPA, the phrase "matter...inappropriate for minors...." used in the federal law is regarded as synonymous with the definition of obscenity in K.S.A. 21-4301; 21-4301a, and 21-4301c. 

CIPA Technology Protection Measure (TPM) 

The library will comply with CIPA and NCIPA regarding the requirement to use a Technology Protection Measure. This technology is not reliable and the library cannot be held responsible for prohibited information that may be displayed or for useful information that may be blocked. 

(alternative - Users will be given the choice of filtered or unfiltered Internet access) 

(alternative – All Internet computers in the library will use a TPM.) 

(alternative - Internet computers in the children's service area will use a TPM.) 

(alternative - Internet computers in the library will not use a TPM.) 

Are you in a quandary about Internet information? 

Please ask us about excellent information sources! 

The library purchases or maintains subscriptions to excellent online information that serve all areas of education and research, for children and adults. We urge users to ask library staff about these very effective, authoritative, and excellent online resources. 
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