NEKLS Adult Reading Program Idea Swap – notes on discussion
March 14, 2017 at Lawrence Public Library

Programming Ideas

Remember: the eclipse happens in August! The Powell Observatory/Astronomical Society of KC might have some programs. 

Kansas Humanities Council offers high-quality presenters and book discussion leaders). The first few sessions per library per year are eligible for KHC-sponsored grants, but additional sessions can be scheduled if your library wants to pay for them.

Mid-America Regional Council from Kansas City may do some environmental programming. 

K-State extension serves each Kansas county. Offerings vary based on local office, and may include topics like: green cleaning and environmentally-friendly gardening practices. 

Harvesters from Kansas City does healthy food programs. 

Build a Better Community through a Community Day of Service—coordinate with nonprofits to offer various volunteer opportunities at different times and for all age groups. 

From the manual: Thank you notes to military members – relates to building a community.

An architectural scavenger hunt.

Some possibilities with social media or technology:
Bookface
Selfie contest, featuring YOU reading, listening, or building
Library meme contest 

Open mic to “Build Self Confidence”

Cake decorating contest (book theme)

Literary Themed Mocktail Party—can feature Tequila Mockingbird and have the bartender give recipes that include alcohol. 

Challenges
It can be difficult to get people to do outdoor activities in the summer. 
Getting adults to sign up for Reading Programs  
One library has seen improvement by putting prizes on display in the library.
Suggesting to adult family members, “Participating shows your children that continuous learning is important to your family.”
Getting adults to fill out evaluations for programs—offer cash prizes ($50 or $100).

Possible Prize Donors

Worlds of Fun (November 1 deadline)
Legoland Discovery Center
KC Royals
AMC Theaters
Kansas City Zoo
Renaissance Festival
T-Bones baseball
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