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Dear Friends:

The case for libraries has never been more important to make — or easier to prove.

Across our 14-county region, NEKLS member libraries served 1,338,927 
residents in 2025 — nearly 45% of the state’s total population. They helped job 
seekers update resumes, connected families to early childhood resources, gave 
students a place to land after school, and offered rural communities digital access 
they couldn’t get anywhere else. This is the daily work of libraries — practical, 
unglamorous, and essential.

At NEKLS, our role is to make sure that work is possible. In 2025, we delivered 16 
continuing education events at no cost to attendees, distributed $1,494,775 in 
grants and subsidies to member libraries, completed 81 technology site visits, and 
continued building the shared infrastructure — courier services, the Next catalog, 
consulting — that allows even our smallest libraries to punch above their weight.

This year we also launched our Stronger Communities, Powered by Libraries 
advocacy campaign — asking patrons across the region to share what their library 
means to them. The response exceeded our expectations. Nearly 180 people wrote 
to tell us, in their own words, what these institutions provide that nothing else 
does. You’ll find some of those voices in the pages that follow.

The patrons featured in these pages — from McLouth, Bonner Springs, and 
Lawrence Public Libraries — volunteered their time for this campaign. We are 
grateful for their generosity.

The numbers in this report reflect a year of consequential work. The stories tell 
you why it matters. Both are worth your time.

With appreciation,

Michael McDonald, Director
Northeast Kansas Library System
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